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INTRODUCTION 
 
This draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared on behalf of the City of 
Porterville (City) in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This 
chapter outlines the purpose of and overall approach to the preparation of the EIR for the 
construction and operation of the Lombardi Development Project (Project), also refered to as 
Brookside Subdivision. The City of Porterville is the Lead Agency responsible for ensuring that 
the proposed Project complies with CEQA.  
 
It is the intent of this EIR to provide the City of Porterville, decision makers, and the general 
public with the relevant environmental information to use in considering the required approval 
for the proposed Project. The City will use this EIR for the discretionary approvals of entitlements 
required to develop the proposed Project.  
 

1.1 Purpose of EIR 
 
This document is an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared in accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act CEQA of 1970 and CEQA Guidelines, as amended. This 
EIR has been prepared by the City of Porterville as the "Lead Agency," in consultation with the 
appropriate local, regional and state agencies.  

The purpose of the EIR is to inform the public generally of the significant environmental effects 
of the project, identify possible ways to minimize the significant effects, and describe reasonable 
alternatives that support the objectives of the project. As defined by the CEQA Guidelines, Section 
15382, a "significant effect on the environment" is as follows:  

“... a substantial, or potentially substantial adverse change in any of the physical conditions within 
the area affected by the project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and 
objects of historic or aesthetic significance.”  

An Initial Study was prepared by the City of Porterville (City) for the Lombardi Development 
Project (Project). The Initial Study determined the Project could have potentially significant 
impacts in the areas of air quality, biological resources, energy, greenhouse gas emissions and 
transportation. The City, therefore, determined that an EIR would be required for the project. 
This EIR is a concentrates on the potentially significant impacts of the project on four 
environmental issue areas: air quality, biological resources, energy, greenhouse gas emissions 
and transportation. All other impact areas were determined to either have no impact or have a 
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less than significant impact (with or without mitigation). This EIR references the Initial Study 
prepared for the project for all other areas of impact analysis not provided in this  EIR (see 
Appendix A). 

 
1.2 Environmental Process 
 
A Notice of Preparation of the EIR was circulated to the public and public agencies from July 10, 
2021 to August 9, 2021 (State Clearinghouse #2021070158) (refer to Appendix A). This Draft EIR 
will be circulated for agency and public review during a 45-day public review period prior to 
consideration of the Final EIR by the lead agency. Comments received by the City on the Draft 
EIR will be formally addressed by the City in the Final EIR.  

The decision making body must certify that it has reviewed and considered the information in 
the Final EIR and that the EIR has been completed in conformity with the requirements of CEQA. 
Although the EIR does not control the lead agency's ultimate decision on the project, the City 
must consider the information in the EIR and respond to each significant effect identified in the 
EIR. If significant adverse environmental effects are identified in the EIR, approval of the project 
must be accompanied by written findings and a statement of overriding considerations.  

State law requires that a public agency adopt a monitoring program for mitigation measures that 
have been incorporated into the approved project to reduce or avoid significant effects on the 
environment. The purpose of the monitoring program is to ensure compliance with 
environmental mitigation during project implementation and operation. Since there are 
potentially significant impacts requiring mitigation associated with the project, a Mitigation 
Monitoring Program will be included in the EIR. 
 

1.3 EIR Summary 
 
Project Description Summary  

The proposed Project consists of an Annexation, General Plan Amendment, Rezone and a 
Tentative Subdivision Map to allow for the construction of up to 230 single-family residential 
units on a 56-acre site. Parcels to be annexed include 245-010-087, -092, -037 and -041 for a total of 
approximately 69.65 acres. It should be noted though that the portion of APN 254-010-087 that is 
on the west side of the Friant-Kern Canal will not be included in the annexation area. 

Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Summary 
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Based on the analysis in this EIR and accompanying Initial Study, the proposed Project would not 
result in any significant, unavoidable contributions to any impact areas. Mitigation measures are 
included in the MMRP. 

Alternatives Evaluated 

The EIR analyzed the No Project Alternative and a Reduced Project Alternative. The Reduced Project 
Alternative consists of decreasing the size of the proposed project. The EIR determined that the 
Reduced Project Alternative would be the environmentally superior alternative, although it would 
not fully meet the project’s objectives.  

Areas of Controversy 

During the environmental review process, the City of Porterville identified the following as areas of 
concern: air quality, biological resources, energy, greenhouse gas emissions and transportation. 
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Figure 2 – Site Aerial 
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                   Development Area 



Lombardi Development Project| Chapter 2 
 

CITY OF PORTERVILLE | Crawford & Bowen Planning, Inc. 2-5 

2.3 Project Description 
 
The proposed Project consists of an Annexation, General Plan Amendment, Rezone and a 
Tentative Subdivision Map to allow for the construction of up to 230 single-family residential 
units. Parcels to be annexed include 245-010-087, -092, -037 and -041 for a total of approximately 
69.65 acres. The 56-acre subdivision would be developed on Assessor Parcel Number 245-010-
087. The Project site is located between N. Westwood Street and N. Lombardi Street, bounded to 
the south by W. Westfield Avenue.  

Project Components 

• Construction of 230 single family residential units. 
• Development of a 2.99 acre park in the center of the residential development. 
• Construction of local roads with five points of ingress/egress; one on the southern 

boundary of the property off W. Westfield Avenue, one on the western boundary off N. 
Westwood Street, one on the northern boundary off an unnamed street adjacent to the 
Summit Charter Academy, Lombardi Campus, and two on the eastern boundary off N. 
Lombardi Street.  

• Improvement of all streets in or adjacent to the subdivision, in accordance with the 
approved improvements plans, per Section 407.02(h) of the Porterville Development 
Ordinance. 

• Development of a subdivision tree and landscaping design to be approved by the City. At 
least one tree will be planted on each residential lot and street trees will be planted at 35 
feet on center along all parkways within and/or bordering the subdivision.  

• Development of a Landscape plan, in accordance with Chapter 303 of the Porterville 
Development Ordinance. 

• Change the land use designation of APN 245-010-087 from the combination of Low 
Medium Density Residential, Medium Density Residential, Neighborhood Commercial, 
and Parks and Recreation to Low Medium Density Residential in its entirety. 

• Change the prezoning of APN 245-010-087 from RS-1 (Very Low Density Residential) to 
RS-2 (Low Density Residential). 

• Annexation of the portion of APN 245-010-087 southeast of the Friant-Kern Canal (56.32 
acres), -041 (1.00 acre), -037 (1.06 acres) and -092 (11.27 acres). Summit Charter Academy, 
Lombardi Campus, is on APN 245-010-087, and rural houses are on -037 and -041. The 
only physical changes proposed with this Project will occur on APN 245-010-087 and the 
frontages of APNs 245-010-37 and -041. The portion of APN 245-010-087 northwest of the 
Friant-Kern Canal will be left in agriculture and will not be annexed. 
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• Cancellation of Williamson Act contract Number 05126 and disestablishment of Ag 
Preserve 2034 

Project Operations 

Upon Annexation, General Plan Amendment to change the land use designation, and Rezone, 
the proposed Project would be in be within City Limits and compliant with land use 
requirements. Water, sewage disposal and refuse collection services will be provided by the City 
of Portville and the applicant will be required to tie into the City’s existing facilities.  The 
proposed Project would require gas, telephone, cable, and electrical improvements. Natural gas 
would be provided by The Gas Company; telephone services would be provided by AT&T; 
electric power would be provided by Southern California Edison Company; and cable television 
would be provided by Charter Communication. The extent of work required for utilities and gas 
would be determined during final project design.  

 

2.4 Other Public Agencies Involved 
 

• Approval of Williamson Act Cancellation by Tulare County Board of Supervisors. 
• Annexation approval by Tulare County LAFCo. 
• Approval of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan by the Central Valley Regional 

Water Quality Control Board. 
• Dust Control Plan Approval letter from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 

District. 
• Compliance with other federal, state and local requirements. 
• Tribal Consultation - The City notified the following California Native American 

Tribes pursuant to SB 18 (Government Code Section 65352.3) and AB 52 (Public 
Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, et seq.) on April 29, 2021 and May 11, 2021, 
respectively.  Tribes were provided 30 days and 90 days, respectively, to request 
consultation pursuant to those statutes.  No comments were received. 

o Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians 
o Dunlap Band of Mono Indians 
o Kern Valley Indian Community 
o Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe 
o Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
o Tule River Indian Tribe 
o Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley band 
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Figure 3 – Site Plan 
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